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Source: The RAPP micro delineation map (July 2009)



PT RAPP (Riau Andalan Pulp and Paper), a subsidiary of Indonesian pulp

and paper giant APRIL (4sia Pacific Resources International Ltd), is targeting

the clearing of 23,914 hectares of peatland forest on Pulau Padang, a small
island in Riau Province, Indonesia. The peatland forest that is targeted for
clearance is quite intact in the PT RAPP concession, which in all covers an
area of 41,205 hectares, or more than half of the land area of Singapore.

The information on the planned massive forest clearance has been obtained from
PT RAPP’s micro-delineation document of July 2009, which provides legal and

official data on PT RAPP’s operations (see Map 1).
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[t should be
stressed at this
juncture that the
PT RAPP
concession covers
almost 40 percent

| of Pulau Padang,

which has a total
area of 110,000
hectares.

| The PT RAPP

micro-delineation
document for
Pulau Padang also
states that the
concession area
consists of human
settlements,
riceland, fields and
smallholder
plantations
extending to 3,145

hectares.

Source: The PT RAPP Micro delineation document (July 2009)



Raw materials
for APRIL’s
pulp and paper
plants

The PT RAPP micro-delineation
document states that the potential of
the peatland forest within its
concession on Pulau Padang is
estimated at between 60 and 90 m3
per hectare. This means that with
23,914 hectares of peatland forest
targeted for felling, PT RAPP will
obtain between 1.43 and 2.15 million
m3 of raw materials from natural
peatland forest for use in its pulp and
paper plants in Riau Province.

The above data shows that, besides an
intention to develop pulpwood
plantations on Pulau Padang, PT RAPP
also has its eye on the raw materials
to be obtained from the felling of
Pulau Padang’s peatland forests.

PT RAPP itself has officially admitted
a lack of raw materials for its pulp and
paper plants in an official business
operations document that it
submitted to the Ministry of Forestry.
[t would clearly be a tragedy if the
peatland forests of Pulau Padang have
to be sacrificed in order to fulfill PT
RAPP’s raw materials’ needs.




On various occasions, APRIL has claimed
that it has set aside natural forest as
conservation areas in the course of its
operations. This claim is clearly fatuous,
as becomes immediately clear upon a
reading of the PT RAPP micro-delineation
document for Pulau Padang.

Of the total area of PT RAPP’s concession
on Pulau Padang (41,205 hectares), 4,102
hectares is designated as protected (red
colored areas). This amounts to almost 10
percent of the total area of PT RAPP’s
pulpwood plantation concession.
However, almost 44 percent of this
protected area (1,791 hectares) consists
of river basins, which in reality must be
conserved (see Map 2).

Meanwhile, almost 60 percent of the
protected area in the PT RAPP concession
(2,311 hectares) consists of 500-meter
wide buffer zones for nature conservation
zones, which buffer zones also must be
retained. To date, one nature
conservation zone has been demarcated,
namely, the Tanjung Padang Wildlife
Reserve.

Consequently, the data in the PT RAPP
micro-delineation document reveals that
none of the land set aside for
conservation by PT RAPP in its Pulau
Padang pulpwood plantation concession
was set aside at the company’s own
initiative. Rather, all of the land was
required to be set aside under Indonesian
forestry law (see Map 3).

[t is clearly an attempt to mislead the
public for APRIL to say that 4,102
hectares of protected area have been set
aside by PT RAPP in its Pulau Padang
pulpwood plantation concession as part
of its commitment to conservation.

APRIL’s conservation

commitment not real
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Call by Greenomics Indonesia

Clearing most of the
peatland forest on a small
island, like Pulau Padang, is
clearly not sustainable,
whatever the reasons given.
Consequently, Greenomics
Indonesia would ask APRIL
to refrain from pressing
ahead with its plans for
Pulau Padang.

For further information please contact:
Elfian Effendi

Executive Director of Greenomics Indonesia
elfian(@greenomics.org



