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Cover photo: Logs that felled in natural forest inside concession of PT Citra Sumber Sejahtera, an affiliated 
company to APRIL in  Bukit Tigapuluh forest block.  Photo by Eyes on the Forest, August 2010, on coordinate point   

S 0°47'32.51 E 101°57'33. 
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Obvious breach by APRIL in HCVF protection  commitment  
 
PT Citra Sumber Sejahtera (PT CSS) is timber supplier and acacia planter under 
management of APRIL or locally PT Riau Andalan Pulp & Paper (PT RAPP) in Riau 
Province.  In 2009 PT CSS granted logging license for 4,536 hectares of forest 
referring to a Decree of SK. 05/BPHT-3/2009, 31 March 2009 in compatible with 
SK.38/BPHT-3/2009,  where number of logs potentially estimated reaching 635,810 
cubic meter. Then in 2010 the company obtained logging licens to clearcut a forest 
of 4,864 hectares based upon a decree of SK 16/BPHT-3/2010 dated 25 March 
2010 with the number of logs potentially reached  98,610 cubic meter. 
 
Since 2005, APRIL has committed to its buyers, investors and the general public to 
protect High Conservation Value Forests (HCVF) professionally and independently 
identified following the stakeholder driven HCVF Toolkit for Indonesia (APRIL’s Fact 
Sheet available onlinei). 
 
In August 2005, APRIL conducted HCVF Review in concession of PT CSS which also 
agreed and followed by WWF Indonesia in Oktober, two months after the signing. 
HCVF Studies by APRIL and HCVF review by WWF in this concession until the time 
when this report is edited, there have’nt been an agreement that written on 
delineation by multistakeholders.  
 
In 2008, APRIL had signed a contract with the Rainforest Alliance not to clear any 
natural forests for which no professional HCVF assessments had been done and for 
which the company’s HCVF delineation was disputed by stakeholdersii.  PT CSS 
concession is a part of object in the mentioned contract which obliges the company 
not to clear natural forest prior to delineation is agreed.   
 
As the matter of fact, by 2009 and 2010, APRIL kept clearing forest and receiving 
raw material from natural forest that potentially contained HCVF. In 2010, the 
Rainforest Alliance suspended an interim FSC Controlled Wood certificate which it 
had issued to APRIL’s Riau Andalan Pulp & Paper’s Forestry Division (SW-CW/FM-
003712)iii. 
 
Eyes on the Forest Investigation that conducted in August 2010 has shown that PT 
CSS clearcut natural forest in area identified as High Conservation Value Forest 
based upon APRIL assessment and WWF review (Map 1). It is so ironic that HCVF 
assessment that conducted by APRIL alone is breached by the company itself as it 
continues clearcutting the forest. 

PT CSS consession is located in Bukit Tigapuluh landscape,  a global priority Tiger 
Conservation Landscape, range of central Sumatra’s largest remaining herd of the 
endangered Sumatran elephant (Elephas maximus sumatranus). Two indigenous 
tribes, Talang Mamak and Suku Orang Rimba live in this landscape. 

Within last two years there were some human-elephant conflicts occur, claiming 
one farmer’s and five elephants’ lives. The latest bloody conflict occurred inside 
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concession of PT Citra Sumber Sejahtera (CSS), an affiliated company to APRIL, 
where five wild Sumatran elephants were poisoned to deathiv. 

It would raise a question why the crime against the wildlife could happen inside a 
concession of pulpwood plantation was. The concession holder seemed fail to 
protect their area from unlawful practice such as wildlife crime killing the five 
endangered Sumatran elephants.    

Social conflict also takes place involving PT CSS against community from two sub-
districts, Peranap and Batang Peranap, who filed their petition to local legislative 
council, DPRD Indragiri Hulu. The local residents protested the company over 
broken promises to perform community development program.v  

Considering EoF investigation’s findings that APRIL not committed to fulfill its 
promise to protect HCVF and not source timber for raw material of pulp production 
from areas contain HCVF. Therefore, Eyes on the Forest calls on APRIL to 
immediately stop using any timber associated with the conversion of tropical 
rainforest. Eyes on the Forest also calls on the business partners of APRIL to closely 
scrutinize its advertisements and not believe their claims of sustainability. 
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Map 1. Yellow dots show logging sites of tropical forest in PT Citra Sumber Sejahtera’s 
concession where the area is identified by APRIL and WWF as HCVF .  On the other hand, 
since 2005, APRIL has pledged its public commitment to buyers, investors and general 
public in order to protect High Conservation Value Forest (HCVF).       
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Map 2A. Map shows natural forest cover in 2008, “status prior to RKT 2009 - 
2010”. Natural forest that shown by green color, while Map 2B, and 2C show 
satelitte image 2009-2010 where the area in the already logged site look pink 
color. This indicates that the areas inside status “after RKT 2009 and 2010”. 
Natural forest with green color, while the already logged site seems without main 
vegetation in pink color.   
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C. Landsat images 2010 (127/60 of 18 June 2010)
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A. Landsat  images 2008 (127/60 of 12 June 2008) B. Landsat  images 2009 (127/60 of 22 November 2009)
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Photo 1. Natural forest clearance by PT Citra Sumber Sejahtera, a timber supplier and affiliated 

company to APRIL in Riau, for pulpwood plantation.  This clearcutting shows that APRIL fails to fulfill 
its public commitment to protect High Conservation Value Forest (HCVF) which reviewed by both APRIL 
and WWF-Indonesia. Photo by Eyes on the Forest, August 2010, with GPS point S 0°47'36.04 E 101°57'24.00 
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Photo 2. Logs felled from natural forest by PT Citra Sumber Sejahtera in Bukit Tigapuluh 
forest block.  Photo by Eyes on the Forest, August 2010, with GPS point  S 0°47'25.64 E 
101°57'29.93 
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END  

Photo 3. Natural forest clearance by PT Citra Sumber Sejahtera, an affiliated company to APRIL in Riau 
untuk pengembangan akasia. The forest felled by the company for pulpwood plantation contains High 
Conservation Value Forest (HCVF) as assessed by APRIL itself and WWF- Indonesia. Photo by Eyes on the 

Forest, August 2010, with GPS poin   S 0°47'36.04 E 101°57'24.00 
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Endnote  

      

                                                            
i APRIL (November 2007) Fact Sheet: Protecting High Conservation Value Forests (HCVF). 
http://www.aprilasia.com/images/stories/hcvf.pdf  
 
ii Rainforest Alliance SmartWood Program letter to APRIL, dated 15 August 2008. Available from 
Rainforest Alliance upon request, please contact Richard Z. Donovan, Vice President of Forestry 
at rdonovan@ra.org. 
 
iii Rainforest Action Network (15 April 2010) Indonesian Paper giant APRIL’s Certification Status 
Suspended. http://ran.org/content/indonesian-paper-giant-april%E2%80%99s-certification-status-
suspended.  
 
iv  Antaranews.com:  9 December 2010, Lima Gajah Riau Diracun Sianida,  

http://www.antaranews.com/berita/1291887445/lima‐gajah‐riau‐diracun‐sianida).  

v  RiauTerkini.com : 9 December 2010, Ingkar Janji, PT CSS Diadukan ke DPRD Inhu,  

http://www.riauterkini.com/politik.php?arr=33247). 

 

 


