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EYES ON THE FOREST
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Eyes on the Forest (EoF) was founded in 2004 by three NGOs in Riau, Sumatra:
Walhi Riau, Jikalahari "Riau Forest Rescue Network" and WWF -Indonesia Central Sumatra Program.
Its network members include KKI Warsi in Sumatra; and Environmental Law Clinic, Lembaga Gemawan,
Jari Indonesia Borneo Barat, Kontak Rakyat Borneo, POINT, Swandiri Institute, Yayasan Titian,
Gapeta Borneo and WWF -Indonesia West Kalimantan Program in Kalima ntan.

EoF investigates those who clear natural forests and grab land they do not own in Indonesia.
The coalition also informs those who buy products made from commodities grown on these lands and
those who regulate the use of these lands.
EoF website:  http://www.eyesontheforest.or.id


http://www.eyesontheforest.or.id/

Cover photo Anexcavatorin concession oPT Ras Utamahyastands by. It is believed the excavator is used to clear
natural forest in the concession. & taken on1°51'43.65"N 101°16'24.38'®h 16 September 202@Eyes on the Forest



Index

110 o [8 ox 110 o HEU PP PP PPPPPRRPPPP 2
TaNVZEES] T = 1o o 1 o 1T TSRS 3
(070] 0 [ox (1] (o] o PP PPPPPPPPRN 13
REOMMENUALION. .....cceiiiiiiii e e e e e e e e e e s e e e e e e e eeeee s 13



INTRODUCTION

{ Ayl a al Asia BPuhRdhgéEMGAPR publisheda dForest Conservation Poli¢fCR) 2 Yy

Februay 2013 and announ@&d damoratorium on natural foresttlearing in all its supply chain in

Indonesid. The policy also said:

T altt FYR Ada&a &adzLdL) ASNER ogAf f 2yte RS@OSt2L) | NBI
AYRSLISYRSyG 1/ + lafadR |/ { laaSaayvySyuaas

1 ¢no further canal or other infrastructure activile g At f GF 1S LI I OS GAGKAY d
concessions on neforested peatland until independent HCV assessments including input from
peat experts has been completéd.

EarlySeptember 2020, Jikalahara member of Eyesn the Forest (EoRoalition - conductedan
investigation andound indication ofdeforestdion conductedby two SMG/APRsuppliers PT Ruas
Utama Jaya (RUaZdPT Suntara Gajapati (SGP).

Both aredeclared by SMG/APP as thédindependeng suppliers althoughPT. Ruas Utama Jaya was
found to have a close link with the grouprhey likely in competition to cleaut natural forest and
expand acacia planting in peatlands for APP pulp nMiseover, the two concessions have been
operating @ vulnerable ecosystem, in deep peat and habitat of Sumatran tiger that projected by the
government as area for Senepis Sumatran tiger conservation

EoFin analysis of this report would not challengepossibility of whetheAPPand its suppliers are

allowed to clear natural forest which is not located in the criteria of High Conservation Value (HCV)

and High Carbon Stock (HESNS I 4> o6dzi 92C 0StAS@S GKIG !'ttQa CJ
clearing in natural forest or peatland it they stick to thereaitment.

Does APP/SM&ick to enforce its own policy on HCV/HCS assessments for concessions of PT RUJ and
PT SGP? Despite APP/Siv@e conducted HCGMCS assessment for both PT RUJ and PT SGP, EoF has
not found peerreview report by either HCSA panel te@r HCVRN for the companies. EoF indicated

that HCWYHCS assesments conducted by PT RUJ and PT SGP could be sloppy.

As observation by Jikalahdirst and followed bya joint media visit of Eyes on the Foredbng with
Tempo, Mongabay, Green Line ReahdBertuahposn September aiming at to get closawatching

the reality inboth concessionslhe media visit occurred on 4 September when the world suffered
Coronavirus Disease 2019 (Coeif®) as the degradation to nature happens and deforeetatis
believed to trigger zoonosis causing pandemic. The observation with media as wrapped in this brief
connecting analysiky geographic information systemnd findings on the spot.



INVESTIGATION FINDINGS

EoFnvestigationdn September 202@entified the following alleged violation of APP FCP by the two
suppliers

1. Young regeneration forestlearanceand plantationdevelopmenton peatin violation of APP FCP.
2. Young regeneration forestleamnceandplantaion developmenin Peat Ecosysteiindicated for
Protection Function

New peatdrainagecanal atvelopment

4. Plantation developmenih potentialHCVand HCSareas
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1. Young regeneration forestlearanceand plantation developmenton peatin violation of APP
FCP

On 16September 2020EoFand mediafound that PT RUdnd PT SGéteared 149 an@1 hectaresof

young regeneratiorforest, respectivelyPicture 1)in violation of SMG/APR & . EoF estimates that

the young regeneratiofiorestcleaancein PT RUdoncessioroccurred in August 2020The EoF team

and medigound several plastic containers of acacia seedlings in the deforested area, two excavators
standing by in PT RUJ concession (Picture 2pieslof harvested natural forest trees (Picture 3)
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oforest cleaance and

pulpwoqblantaion delopmentin PT RUdoncessiorin peatlaof
Senepishlock. Unfelled trees seen in this photo are indicated as ones where the workers use for shelter. Photattaken
1°50'56.72"N101°16'41.98E0n 16 September 202@®Eyes on the Forest

Picture 1. Yun regenerati



Picture 2. An excavator stands by BT RUdoncessionindicatingthat it would continueyoung regeneratioffiorestclearance
Photo takenat 1°51'43.65"N 101°16'24.38'h 16 September 202@Eyes on the Forest
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Picture 3. Natural woodtrees felled in PTRUJoncessionPhoto takenat 1°51'42"N 101°16'24"Bn 16 September 020
©Eyes on the Forest



