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ōǊŜŀŎƘ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇΩǎ ǇŜŀǘ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǇƭŜŘƎŜ ŀƴŘ 

sustainability commitment 
 

PT Ruas Utama Jaya and PT Suntara Gaja Pati allegedly clear young regeneration  forest, 
conduct questionable extension, drain peat canals which show APPΩǎ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ 

commitment is just lips service 
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Eyes on the Forest (EoF) was founded in 2004 by three NGOs in Riau, Sumatra:  

Walhi Riau, Jikalahari "Riau Forest Rescue Network" and WWF - Indonesia Central Sumatra Program.  

Its network members include KKI Warsi in Sumatra; and Environmental Law Clinic, Lembaga Gemawan,  

Jari Indonesia Borneo Barat, Kontak Rakyat Borneo, POINT, Swandiri Institute, Yayasan Titian,  

Gapeta Borneo and WWF - Indonesia West Kalimantan Program in Kalima ntan.  

 

EoF investigates those who clear natural forests and grab land they do not own in Indonesia.  

The coalition also informs those who buy products made from commodities grown on these lands and  

those who regulate the use of these lands.  

EoF website: http://www.eyesontheforest.or.id  

 

 

 

http://www.eyesontheforest.or.id/


 
 

Cover photo:  An excavator in concession of PT Ruas Utama Jaya stands by. It is believed the excavator is used to clear 
natural forest in the concession. Photo taken on 1°51'43.65"N 101°16'24.38"E on 16 September 2020. ©Eyes on the Forest. 
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INTRODUCTION   

{ƛƴŀǎ aŀǎ DǊƻǳǇΩǎ Asia Pulp & Paper (SMG/APP) published a άForest Conservation Policy (FCP)έ ƻƴ 5 

February 2013 and announced άmoratorium on natural forest clearing in all its supply chain in 

Indonesiaέ. The policy also said:   

¶ ά!tt ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ ǎǳǇǇƭƛŜǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƻƴƭȅ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ŀǊŜŀǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŦƻǊŜǎǘŜŘΣ ŀǎ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ 

ƛƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ I/± ŀƴŘ I/{ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘǎέ and 

¶ άno further canal or other infrastructure activitieǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǘŀƪŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǳƴŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ǎǳǇǇƭƛŜǊǎΩ 

concessions on non-forested peatland until independent HCV assessments including input from 

peat experts has been completed.έ i 

Early September 2020, Jikalahari - a member of Eyes on the Forest (EoF) coalition - conducted an 

investigation and found indication of deforestation conducted by two SMG/APP suppliers: PT Ruas 

Utama Jaya (RUJ) and PT Suntara Gajapati (SGP).  

Both are declared by SMG/APP as their άindependentέ suppliers, although PT. Ruas Utama Jaya was 

found to have a close link with the groupii. They likely in competition to clear-cut natural forest and 

expand acacia planting in peatlands for APP pulp mills. Moreover, the two concessions have been 

operating on vulnerable ecosystem, in deep peat and habitat of Sumatran tiger that projected by the 

government as area for Senepis Sumatran tiger conservation. 

EoF in analysis of this report would not challenge a possibility of whether APP and its suppliers are 

allowed to clear natural forest which is not located in the criteria of High Conservation Value (HCV) 

and High Carbon Stock (HCS) ŀǊŜŀǎΣ ōǳǘ 9ƻC ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ !ttΩǎ C/t ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ŀƭƭƻǿ ŀƴȅ 

clearing in natural forest or peatland it they stick to the commitment.  

Does APP/SMG stick to enforce its own policy on HCV/HCS assessments for concessions of PT RUJ and 

PT SGP? Despite APP/SMG have conducted HCV-HCS assessment for both PT RUJ and PT SGP, EoF has 

not found peer-review report by either HCSA panel team or HCVRN for the companies. EoF indicated 

that HCV-HCS assesments conducted by PT RUJ and PT SGP could be sloppy.  

As observation by Jikalahari first and followed by a joint media visit of Eyes on the Forest along with     

Tempo, Mongabay, Green Line Radio and Bertuahpos in September aiming at to get closer in watching 

the reality in both concessions. The media visit occurred on 16-17 September when the world suffered 

Coronavirus Disease 2019 (Covid-19) as the degradation to nature happens and deforestation is 

believed to trigger zoonosis causing pandemic.  The observation with media as wrapped in this brief 

connecting analysis by geographic information system and findings on the spot. 
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INVESTIGATION FINDINGS  

EoF investigations in September 2020 identified the following alleged violation of APP FCP by the two 

suppliers:   

1. Young regeneration forest  clearance and plantation development on peat in violation of APP FCP. 

2. Young regeneration forest  clearance and plantation development in Peat Ecosystem indicated for 

Protection Function 

3. New peat drainage canal development 

4. Plantation development in potential HCV and HCS areas 

 

1. Young regeneration forest clearance and plantation development on peat in violation of APP 

FCP   

On 16 September 2020, EoF and media  found that PT RUJ and PT SGP cleared 149 and 31 hectares of 

young regeneration  forest, respectively (Picture 1) in violation of SMG/APPΩǎ C/t. EoF estimates that 

the young regeneration forest clearance in PT RUJ concession occurred in August 2020. The EoF team 

and media found several plastic containers of acacia seedlings in the deforested area, two excavators 

standing by in PT RUJ concession (Picture 2) and piles of harvested natural forest trees (Picture 3).  

Picture 1.  Young regeneration forest clearance and pulpwood plantation development in PT RUJ concession in peatland of 
Senepis block. Unfelled trees seen in this photo are indicated as ones where the workers use for shelter. Photo taken at 
1°50'56.72"N 101°16'41.98"E on 16 September 2020. ©Eyes on the Forest. 
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Picture 2. An excavator stands by in PT RUJ concession, indicating that it would continue young regeneration forest clearance. 
Photo taken at 1°51'43.65"N 101°16'24.38"E on 16 September 2020. ©Eyes on the Forest. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Picture 3. Natural wood trees felled in PT RUJ concession. Photo taken at 1°51'42"N 101°16'24"E on 16 September 2020 

©Eyes on the Forest. 


